LOUISIANA RICE RESEARCH BOARD

Crowley, Louisiana
March 30, 2023
_____________________________________________________________________
MEMBERS

Alan Lawson, John Denison, Dylan Benoit, Ross Thibodeaux, Charles 
PRESENT:

 Schultz, David LaCour, Eric Savant, Dustin Watkins, Connor Popeck, Lester Cannon, Brian Wild, Seth Brown
OTHERS

Kurt Guidry, Andy Brown, Richard Fontenot
PRESENT:

Adam Famoso, Andy Schade, & Kane Webb 
 _____________________________________________________________________

The business meeting was called to order by John Denison. He asked the group permission to steward the meeting as a returning officer until elections were. Hearing no objections, he asked the group to review the proposed agenda and minutes of the previous meeting while the group made self-introductions.
ACTION #1
A motion was made by Savant, seconded by Thibodeaux and carried to accept the minutes as presented and the agenda as dispersed.
Administrator Andy Brown then began to discuss the roles, responsibilities, and history of the board in terms of procedure. Brown referenced state statute that was dispersed to the board that references their authorities and responsibilities. Brown also discussed previously board designated officer roles related to banking, checking signing and activities with contract holders. Brown discussed the various committees and returning board members suggested tabling any committee structure decisions to the June meeting. Finally, Brown noted the state training requirements of the board and noted that he would send numerous reminders via email closer to those deadlines.
Hearing no discussion or questions, Denison asked Brown to lead the officer elections. Brown opened the floor for nominations for chairman.

Action #2
A motion was made by Thibodeaux, seconded by Savant to nominate John Denison as chairman. No other nominations were heard. Motion passed unanimously.

Brown opened the floor for Vice-chair.

Action #3
A motion was made by Savant, seconded by Thibodeaux to nominate Alan Lawson as vice-chairman. No other nominations were heard. Motion passed unanimously.

Brown opened the floor for Secretary/Treasurer.

Action #4 A motion was made by Savant, seconded by Benoit to nominate Ross Thibodeaux as secretary/treasurer. No other nominations were heard. Motion passed unanimously.

Denison thanked the board for their support and resumed lead of the meeting. He called on Drs. Guidry and Famoso to give updates from the AgCenter.
Dr. Guidry thanked the new board members for being willing to serve and impressed on them the long-standing relationship between the rice station and the research board. Guidry noted the investment of the board had made the station one of the premier rice research centers in the world. Guidry gave background information on the faculty/staff housed at the station, equipment investments the board had made and other infrastructure. Guidry then noted that all of that is important because of the people and invited board members to come any time and see the rice station as theirs. Guidry then shifted to the VP of Ag search concluding for LSU and the AgCenter, noting the faculty was excited to move forward with momentum that had building over the past year. Dr. Guidry made a few updates on staffing roles and then turned it to Dr. Famoso for any other comments.
Famoso welcomed the board and noted their support for his program and all the research was much appreciated. He shared briefly his role to help coordinate efforts and keep the board informed. He also encouraged the board to continuously share needs so that researchers could focus their work to meet those needs.

Lastly, Guidry asked Andy Schade to give a briefing on the Foundation and the board’s endowment accounts. Schade provided a historical review of accounts, gifts, and returns on the two rice research board endowments and distributed a report.

Denison then called on Kane Webb for a USA Rice Federation report. Kane gave an update on the practices associated with the climate smart grants, on rice assistance from Congress, USA Rice committee structure and future appointments, and other industry issues. Webb noted the board would need to select a new LA Rice Producer Group representative since Dane Hebert was no longer a board member.

Denison asked board members for any comment. David LaCour asked Guidry for an update on Col-Rice expenditures related to the previous’ meetings discussion over outstanding funds held with the AgCenter. Guidry noted that more inquires had been made to facilities and that updated plans for current needs on lab space and others were occurring. Guidry stated he would have more updates for the June meeting.

Public Comment was called for. Richard Fontenot addressed the board as an outgoing board president. Fontenot gave a history of his time on the board. He expressed both gratitude for the outgoing members and those stepping up to serve now. He mentioned the importance of the reserves, the expenditures of Col-Rice funds on infrastructure and endowments and the legacy that had left for this board and future boards. Fontenot addressed his willingness to advise any member as things transitioned and that he was excited about the future of the station and the board members starting this day.

Being no other business, Thibodeaux motioned to adjourn, seconded by LaCour and carried. Meeting was adjourned.
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